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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — TERM 4 2009

OCTOBER

Thur 29™ Prep 2010 Parent Information Evening 7.00pm

Fri 30" World Teachers Day
NOVEMBER

Mon 2"%-6"" Grade 5’s to Kinder for Buddy program

Tue 3™ Melbourne Cup

Wed 5™ Prep Zoo Excursion

Fri 6 Grade 5 and Kinder students Picnic at school 11.45am

Wed 11" Remembrance Day Service — School/House Captains

Wed 11"-13" Grade 5 Camp — Cave Hill Creek

Thur 12™ Grade 2 Sleepover - Queenscliff

Tue 17" -26™ Kinder transition visits

Tue 17" Easter Fair Committee Meeting — 7.30pm

Fri 20" Tag Rugby Grade 5/6

Mon 23" Finance Committee/Curriculum Committee meetings

Wed 25™ School Council

Thur 26™ School House Sports — Village Park 9.45am
DECEMBER

Wed 2" Xmas Church Service 9.30 7 11.30am

Thur 3 Prep Tea — 3.30-6.00pm

Tues 8" Prep 2010/Grade 6-Yr 7 Orientation Day

Thur 10" Helpers Afternoon Tea 3.00pm

Fri 11 Grade 6 Bike Day

2010 Book Sales begin

Mon 14" Grade 6 Graduation

Wed 16" Student reports/Assessment Portfolios home

Fri 18th Last Day Term 4 - 2.30 dismissal

L
INSIDE THIS WEEK — Po>"
Free Fruit Friday
- Grade Structure/Enrolments for 2010 : T
_ Snake Alert Friday the 30™ of October:
- Walk to school day Lisa Lardner & Leanne Irving
- Naplan Report
- Students and the Skate Park
Our newsletter is also available on our school website at
www.bhps.vic.edu.au
Want your newsletter emailed?
Contact the school barwon.heads.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au and request your copy.
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2010 Prep Information Evening i Thurs 29" October 7.00pm

A reminder to parents of prep children for 2010 that the information evening is this
Thursday 29" October at 7.00pm in the prep room. Routines and rules will be explained
and uniform suppliers will also be in attendance. Don’t miss this important information
exchange.

Geelong Road Crossing i_use it!!

Our crossing person on Geelong Road has contacted us that some students are crossing
at the roundabout and ignoring the safety of the crossing. Arriving a minute or two later at
the skate park is better than not arriving at all. Parents please encourage all students to do
the safe and right thing and use the crossing at all times — for their own safety.

Easter Fair

Even though Easter seems a long way off, now is the time of year that we begin planning
for next year's Easter Fair. Tuesday, November 17" at 7:30pm will be the first meeting for
the 2010 Fair. At this meeting we will look at putting in place arrangements for future
meetings and setting up areas of co-ordination. The Easter Fair is our school’s main
fundraiser and is the time that we rely on all parents to contribute their time and efforts to
this huge community event. If you would like to know more please feel free to come along
to the meeting or contact Maureen Cross at school on 5254 2324 or Bev Park on 0438 344
765.

Spring Alerti_Snakes

Locals have reported seeing snakes on walking tracks with the warmer weather around
the town lately. Spring brings these reptiles out and it is important to educate children on
what to do to avoid being bitten and what to do if they are bitten. An information sheet
accompanies our newsletter.

Thankyou

Our thanks to Mrs Louise Lont and Mrs Trish Canning for their work over the last month
replacing teachers on leave. Students have really enjoyed working with them. Mrs Mellross
and Mrs Wright return next week.

Students and the Skate Park

Our new community skate park continues to be a real hub of activity and it’s great to see
all those children playing together and having fun.

The skate park has brought up a couple of issues for school that we would ask parents to
please be aware of.

On school days we ask that when parents send students to school in the morning that
students come to school directly and not via the skate park. Students are not supervised
and can be injured and also lose track of time and have been late to school as a
consequence.

Also, after school, we ask students to go home directly, take off the uniform, put the bag
(and netbook) away and then go to the skate park. With daylight saving there is heaps of
time for skate play.

The school’s responsibility extends to when they leave home in the morning to when they
arrive at home in the afternoon. Therefore we must endeavour to do everything in our
power to make sure they are safe. One way to solve the problem is to ban skate boards
and scooters from school but this disadvantages a large number of students and we hope
it won’t come to that.

Students have been ignoring safety rules in order to get to the skate park and forgetting
their items when they leave it.

We want everyone to enjoy the skate park but do ask parents to support us to make sure
students are where they should be on school days before school and after.

Thank you for your help




Grade Structure/Enrolments for 2010

We are keen to prepare for next year and accurate numbers are vital to help plan classes
and budget resources.

Are you having an extended holiday next year?

Have you enrolled your Kinder age child for 20107
Are you changing your residential address?
Are you leaving our school at the end of 20097
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These are important issues for us and will really help to organise us for 2010.Please let us
know if any of these apply to you.

Parent input regarding placements is another source of feedback we refer to and if you
would like to have input please do so in writing and deliver to the principal no later than
Wednesday 4" November. Requests should relate only to educational issues. This input is
considered as grade lists for next year are made. Please understand that classes are
made with a number of factors in mind and no guarantees are given and decisions are
final.

MS Readathon

Barwon Heads Primary School has had 20 students successfully register for the 2009 MS
Readathon. To say Thank you for joining in to help change the lives of people living with
multiple sclerosis (MS), they have included a beautiful Penguin book pack for our school
library.

There’s still time for more students to register and complete online at
www.msreadathon.org.au or call us on 1300 677 323 for more information.

Medical Report
We have had a reported case of Shingles. If your child has not had chicken pox please
keep an eye open.

Walk to School Day

Last Tuesday was Walk — to — School day which is promoted by Vic Health as part of The
Walktober program. Teachers tallied numbers of students who walked, rode, skated or
scootered to school the previous day then tallied again the next day to see if there was any
improvement. Numbers were then lodged with Vic Health to see which schools across the
state had increased numbers of students actively getting to school. Barwon Heads
students have always responded well to this program. We recorded 225 children actively
arriving at school on the day compared to 136 on the day before. Well done to everyone
who took part in this activity and we encourage you to keep it up as a regular part of your
daily routine.

Remember — It’s cool to walk to school!

Free Fruit Friday

Unfortunately Terhi did not receive any offers of assistance for helpers to join the roster.
The students in grades Prep to Year 2 benefit greatly from having fresh fruit available each
Friday. Helping out, once or twice a term for 1 hour is all that is needed.

Please contact Terhi on 0425 787 368 if you are able to offer your help. It would be a
shame to discontinue this program if no help is available. Thank you.

Student Engagement Policy

The Barwon Heads Primary School Student Engagement Policy, which includes our Code
of Conduct, Rights and Responsibilities, Whole School Programs that enhance student
engagement and statements of our Shared Expectations has been a work in progress over
the past two terms. The Junior School Council has discussed sections of the Policy and
the final draft form will be tabled at the next Curriculum Committee on November 16™.
Following the School Council meeting, the new Student Engagement Policy will be
implemented at Barwon Heads PS at the beginning of 2010.
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Barwon Heads PS
NAPLAN 2009

Year 3

The Year 3 cohort of 2009 consists of 38 students, 24 girls and 14 boys.

The data reveals excellent re sults with the large majority of students in this
group performing above both State and National median scores in all of the
assessed areas.

In the assessment areas of Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and
Punctuation 100% of Barwon Heads students recor ded results above the
National minimum standard.

Numeracy results were also high with 97% of students above the National
standard with the remaining 3 % working at the standard. It is pleasing to note
that no students in Year 3 were recorded as working b elow the National
minimum standard.

Year 3 - School summary report
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Trend data comparison

While scaled State trend data for Reading, Grammar and Punctuation have improved
only slightly, Barwon Heads data demonstrates a significant rise in results over the
two year period. At the same time, State trend data for Writing and Spelling has
remained consistent with only a slight upward movement the local data shows a steep
rise in results in these areas. Whereas, State results in Mathematics have declined
over this period, Barwon Heads data has shown a slight rise, positively going against
the State -wide trend .




Year 5
This yeards Year 5 group is made up of 4
Students in Year 5 has also performed well on the NAPLAN assessments with
data revealing that again, all areas are above both State and National median
levels.

In the specific learning areas, Year 5 students have also achieved pleasing
results. Reading data shows that 92% of students have achieved at or above
the National minimum standard.

In Writing, 100% of students achieved, at or above the minimum standa rd
while in the area of Spelling 97% of students have attained, at or above the
standard.

For Numeracy the data shows that 100% of student results achieved at or
above minimum standard.
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Year 5 - School summary report
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Trend data comparison

Overall Year 5 trend data shows a slight decline in results in Writing, Grammar and

Punctuation both State wide and at a local level. Mathematics data across the State

has risen minimally while Barwon Heads data has moved slightly, it still remains above

t he State median. Reading results have remained consistently positive over the two
year period while Spelling appears to be the area in need of focus at this level.

Strengths and Improvements

The students at Barwon Heads Primary School have once again perf ormed to a very

high standard on the National Assessment for 2009.

The results successfully compare to schools at a State and National level across all

areas and while maintaining high results from 2008, the 2009 Year 3 cohort data

has improved further sti I, right across the board.

Focus for continued improvement in Year 3 will be Mathematics and further work in
the Spelling area. Year 5 improvement will focus on Reading, Spelling and
Mathematics.

Once again our school is very proud of the student progr  ess achieved and
congratulate our students for their efforts in attaining these fantastic results.

Thank you also to the teachers who have worked with the students, preparing them
and supervising this National Assessment Program.
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Snake Alert =%

& TO TH%
Due to the increasing dry conditions and our proximity to bush and grass land we have
been advised that snakes are a lot more prevalent and active around our community at the
moment. Snakes have been observed around walking tracks in town recently. These
include Copperheads, Brown and Tiger snakes all of whom are extremely venomous even
as youngsters.

Taking precautions in your daily activities and knowing how to respond
when you come across a shake is important. Can we ask all parents
to please discuss the importance and safety concerns of this
with their children.

Precautions

1 Being aware and taking care in grassy areas and bushland — keep a watchful eye
on the ground ahead as you proceed — keep your pets on a lead in grassy areas.
Walking or cycling on cleared areas and tracks only.
Removing long grass and items lying on the ground around the home such as
corrugated iron which provide cover for snakes.
Reduce mice numbers around the house.
Learn the correct treatment for snake bite.

1
1
1
1
What to do if you find a snake

1 Most importantly i do not approach or aggravate it in any way. Most snake
bites occur when people accidentally step on them, or when they are attempting to
kill them.

1 Do not stand around and draw a crowd - this scares the snake and they react the
only way they know how. Usually they will want to get away as quick as possible.

1 Report the snake immediately to an adult and to Department of Environment who
will refer you to one of a number of volunteer or commercial reptile removers.

What to do at school

1 No retrieving balls from bushland areas without a teacher.

1 No playing in the bush areas, behind the sports shed, small shed or around the
shipping container, or past goals on the oval, etc., at all for the remainder of this
term.

Play away from longer grass and tree areas on north side of oval.

Do not disturb any logs or branches.

If you see a snake report it straight away to a teacher — do not approach

it.
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For the safety on everyone we ask you to pledskow this %@%

timely warning.




Community News

Little Spuds-Bellarine Early

Childhood Expo
Friday 30th of October 2009 10.00am
12.00pm, Potato shed, 41 Peninsula Drive,
Drysdale
Free local community event for the whole
family!

Celebrate the importance of children, their
needs and achievements and the right to
enjoy childhood.

Live entertainment from the Funky
Mummies, great fun, awesome activities for
the children.

Surfing for qgirls
Play it safe by the water surfing for girls is a
program aimed at the female surfer who has
a passed through the learn to surf stage and
who has their own equipment, i.e. surfboard
and wetsuit.

All Participants are expected to be able to
swim 200 meters and it is recommended
that participants have the basic surfing skills
of being able to catch and ride an unbroken
wave; however beginners are be catered
for.

If you are interested in participating please
see Mrs sing.

Location and dates are:

Torquay Dec. 12" anctihOcean Grove Dec.
13
FOR SALE

1 7 ft G Board $200
1 7x4 Camper trail 2002 outback
Queen size bed, heavy duty canvas,
full annex, pull out kitchen with 2 x
gas burners, 2 x jerry can holders,
toolbox, 12 v outlets $4,800
If interested call Linda: 0414 859 440
FOR SALE
Beginners Soft board — Long board — 2.25m
$150.G.C
Phone Kerryn on 5254 3260
Missing
School Jumper Clearly Labelled inside and
brand new hat also clearly labelled with
Tom.L. If you find either of these items
could you please bring to school office.
Thanks
For Sale
1 x Childs size 10 Billabong Winter ‘Wettie’.
$50 in very good condition. Phone: Deb
5254 1564

DPI Queenscliff Centre Open Day
Bellarine Highway Queenscliff Sunday 8"
of November 2009 — 11am to 3pm
A great day of free fun for the whole

family!
1 the latest DPI research and
programs on display
laboratory demonstrations
Marine Discovery Centre
activities
1 Building tours
1 Boat and equipment displays
1 Sausage sizzle
Kids Big Day Out
A free day of family fun
Sunday 1st of November 2009
12pm — 4pm @ The Bellarine Aquatic &
Sports Centre, Shell Road Ocean Grove
Uniting Church Sales
At Barwon Heads Uniting Church, 71-73
Hitchcock Ave.

Saturday Morning 31 of October
From 9am to 11.30am
(Saturday of Melbourne Cup ‘Weekend”)
CAKES, JAMS, PLANTS etc.
Children’s Lucky dips too.

Bring your own shopping bags if possible
GEELONG YMCA

FAMILY FUN DAY
Sunday 1* November 11am — 2pm
Apart of CHILDREN’S WEEK the Geelong
YMCA is offering FREE family activities.
Gymnastics  Basketball Ed Gym
Craft Activities Judo Jumping Castle
Helium Balloons.
No need to book just turn up!
For more information on class times please
Contact the YMCA.
25 Riversdale Road Newtown
5223 2714

www.geelong.ymca.org.au
For Sale
Oberon High School Uniform
Track pants — size xs
Polo short sleeve — size s
Polo long sleeve — size s
Dress — size 12
Kilt — size 12 equivalent
Back pack
Sell all together or separately
Ph. 0409703331
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Mosaic Garden

You may have noticed a bit of work going on outside Mr Burdess and Mrs Kebbell’s rooms.
This area is being developed into an art and garden space full of mosaics, totems, plants
and other little surprises. Plans and concept drawings will be displayed in the foyer soon
and for those inspirational parents out there who would like to get involved please leave
your contact details on the clipboard at the office.

Also a huge thank you to Sharni’s parents Andy and Nancy for their excavator and
expertise.

Jon Phillips
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